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 Not So Good 1 Falls Short 2 Good  3 Excellent 4 

A
ss

ig
nm

en
t  

The essay fails to 
respond appropriately 
to the assignment, is 
off-topic, or is seriously 
underlength.  

 
The essay responds 
only partially or 
inappropriately to the 
assignment. 

 
The paper responds 
appropriately to the 
assignment. 
 

 
The essay responds 
appropriately and takes 
an innovative approach 
to the assignment. 

St
ru

ct
ur

e 

 
No clear structure is 
apparent; the essay is 
hard to follow. 

 
Clear introduction 
and/or conclusion; 
essay easy to 
understand. 

 
Clear structure, with a 
well-defined 
introduction, body 
paragraphs, and 
conclusion. 

 
Excellent structure and 
organization that clearly 
leads the reader 
through the essay. 
 

Th
es

is
 

 
No thesis is apparent, 
and the focus is 
unclear. 

 
Some thesis is 
apparent, although the 
precise focus of the 
discussion may be 
unclear. 

 
The thesis and focus 
are clear. 

 
The thesis and focus 
are clear, and the 
direction the discussion 
will take easy to follow. 

A
ss

er
tio

ns
  

The assertions are 
statements of fact and 
don’t focus the 
paragraph 

 
The assertions are 
clear, but weak and 
don’t focus the 
paragraph. 

 
The assertions are 
argumentative and 
clear, providing a strong 
focus. 

 
The assertions are 
strong, and the direction 
the discussion will take 
easy to follow. 

C
la

rit
y 

an
d 

qu
ot

es
 

 
The points are unclear 
and/or consistently 
undeveloped. Quotes 
are poorly used. 
 

 
The points are unevenly 
developed. Quotes are 
used appropriately. 

 
Each point is well-
developed, and quotes 
are used well. 

 
Each point is fully 
developed with vivid 
detail. Quotes are used 
very effectively. 
 

Fo
cu

s 

 
Most of the paragraphs 
lack focus. 

 
Many of the paragraphs 
lack focus. 

 
For the most part, the 
paragraphs are well-
focused. 
 

 
The paragraphs are 
well-focused. 

A
rg

um
en

t  
The overall argument 
is unclear and thesis is 
unsupported. 

 
The argument is clear, 
but the thesis is only 
partially supported. 
 

 
The argument is clear 
and thesis is well 
supported. Readers are 
convinced. 

 
The argument is clear 
and effective, the thesis 
explained in detail and 
the readers convinced. 

G
ra

m
m

ar
 a

nd
 w

rit
in

g 

 
Frequent errors in 
sentence structure, 
usage, spelling, or 
punctuation that 
significantly interfere 
with meaning.  Word 
choice may be 
ineffective and 
awkward. 
 

 
Occasional errors in 
sentence structure, 
usage, spelling, or 
punctuation, but only a 
few of which interfere 
with meaning.  
Occasional awkward 
phrasing or word 
choice. 

 
The sentences read 
smoothly, and the 
writing may contain just 
a few errors in usage, 
spelling, or punctuation, 
but none that 
significantly interfere 
with meaning.  Effective 
word choice. 

 
The sentences read 
smoothly and are of 
varied structure and 
length.  The writing 
contains virtually no 
errors in usage, 
spelling, and 
punctuation.  Precise 
and effective word 
choice. 

 


